Congress of the nited States
Washington, DA 20315

July 31, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy The Honorable Dr. Ernest Moniz ~ The Honorable Tom Vilsabk

Administrator Sccretary Secretary

Environmental Protection Agency  U.S. Department of Energy U.S. Department of Agriculture
1200 Pennsylvania Avenuc NW 1000 Independence Avenue SW 1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20460 Washington, D.C. 20585 Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Administrator McCarthy, Secretary Moniz, and Secretary Vilsack:

We write to support biomass energy as a sustainable, responsible, renewable, and economically signifﬁcant

.. N . . |
energy source. Federal policies across all departments and agencies must remove any uncertainties and
contradictions through a clear, unambiguous message that forest bioenergy is part of the nation’s energy
future.

Many states are relying on renewable biomass to meet their energy goals, and we support renewable biomass
to create jobs and economic growth while meeting our nation’s energy needs. A comprehensive science,
technical, and legal administrative record supports a clear and simple policy establishing the benefits of
energy from forest biomass. Federal policies that add unnecessary costs and complexity will discourage
rather than encourage investment in working forests, harvesting opelations bioenergy, wood products, and
paper manufacturing. Unclear or contradictory signals from federal agencies could discourage blomaSIs
utilization as an energy solution. |

The carbon neutrality of forest biomass has been recognized repeatedly by numerous studies, agencies,
institutions, legislation, and rules around the world, and there has been no dispute about the carbon neutrality
of biomass derived from residuals of forest products manufacturing and agriculture. Our constituents
employed in the biomass supply chain deserve a federal policy that recognizes the clear benefits of forgst

bioenergy. We urge you to ensure that federal policies are consistent and reflect the carbon neutrality |
of these types of bioenergy.
Sincerely, '
Sanfordl D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress
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GWEN GRAHAM 1213 LongworTk House Orrice Bunoms
2n0 DhstricT, FLoRmA WasningTon, DC 20515
. {202) 225-5235

Houst ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 300 Soutk Apams StReeT Sume A-3

Tausnasses, FL 32301

Conares onhoncsrine Congress of the United States (850) 8a1-8510

840 West 1114 Streer Suire 2250

House of Representatibes Passe Cire FL 22401
THashington, BEC 20515-1902

September 2, 2015

Ms. Laura Vaught

Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 3426 Amn

Washington, DC 20460-0001

Dear Ms. Vaught:

Attached for your review is correspondence I received fro , a constituent in

my district. I appreciate your careful review of this information and any help you may be able to
provide.

Please reply to my Tallahassee office at:
Congresswoman Gwen Graham

300 South Adams Street, A-3
Tallahassee, FL 32301

If you have any additional questions, please contact Jessica Lamb who is assisting me with this
case at 850-891-8610 or Jessica.Lamb@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

Congresswoman Gwen Graham
Florida’s Second Congressional District

Attachment
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Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form

| prefer to receive correspondence by E-mail (if provided above): YES

Social Security Number: Case Number:

Agency Involved: £ P4

The Problem Is: (attach additional sheets if necessary)

Privacy Act Release

Signed: Date: \7_”/V A

Please return this completed form to:
Office of Rep. Gwen Graham
Attention: Constituent Services
300 South Adams Street, Unit A-3
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Phone: (850) 891-8610
Fax: (850) 891-8620

“** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congresswoman Graham to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.







850-831-8620

HOUSE OF REPS

09:26:27 a.m.

09-02-~2015

416






The Honorable Gwen Graham,

| am requesting assistance to correct a failing sewage treatment spray field located in Chipley Florida, known as the
Davidson spray field. This system is owned and operated by the City of Chipley and continues to violate the
conditions within FOEP permitting. Several from FDEP have visited our home and witnessed system failure.
Individuals within FDEP have shown empathy; their assistance has been appreciated. Regardless, it has been 18
month since | discovered this and the- have seen little progress and no resolve. The system has been in
operation for five years more or less, known failure from the beginning is likely.

We have lived here for over 30 years, our home and the water on it was once pristine. The headwater stream is
now contaminated, and the water is gray. Water testing has cancluded that contaminates are much higher than
what would normally be seen in this type environment. These conditions did not exist priar to the City's
installation of the sewage treatment system.

- has spoken with EPA in Atlanta GA. It is her understanding that EPA has no jurisdiction with this
‘ sewage spray field here in Florida that is discharging into a Headwater stream and into sink holes. Sinkholes are

known to be a conduit to the Floridan aquifer. Headwater streams are a vital part of the Florida ecosystem and
cannot be overlooked.

Dur fear is this will be swep} under the rug by local government, pollution to our environment will continue and
the [[EJJJf family wjifbe erotionally and financially devastated.

Sincerely,
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FAX TRANSMISSION

DATE:  9/2/15

FROM: Jessica Lamb

Office of Congresswoman Graham
300 S. Adams St. Tallahassee, FL 32301
Main: (850) 891-8610

Fax: (850) 891-8620

ATTENTION:

Laura Vaught (or Congressional Liaison)

FAX: 202-501-1519 PAGES: 6

RE: Congressional Inquiry -

Office of Congresswoman Graham
Tallahassee District Office
300 South Adams St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Main: {850)891-8610
Fax: (850)891-8620
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The Honorable Gwen Graham
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Tallahassee District Office
300 South Adams Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Dear Congresswoman Graham:

Thank you for your September 2, 20135, letter to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency on behalf of
NS rcquested your assistance concerning a failing sewage spray field in

Chipley, Florida. Your letter was forwarded to the EPA Region 4 office in Atlanta, Georgia for

response.

The EPA shares responsibility with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to
ensure the Clean Water Act is enforced in the State of Florida. The FDEP is authorized to implement the
permit issuance, compliance monitoring and enforcement under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System program, which regulates discharge from point sources. The EPA’s Region 4
Stormwater & Residuals Enforcement Section oversees these activities to ensure that enforcement
actions are appropriate and executed timely.

Even though the concern raised by |l is not characterized as a point source discharge, and is
outside the purview of the Clean Water Act we did contact the FDEP on October 2™ and 5 so that we
could provide you with a response. The FDEP has reported that the City of Chipley has discontinued use
of the two spraying field zones closest to th{jjiJlllproperty to address the issue of excess wastewater
running into the stream. Additionally, FDEP has bored holes near the stream to evaluate the soil
characteristics and have determined that there is a level of natural gray clay closest to the groundwater
aquifer which may be combining with the groundwater discharge to the stream causing some
discoloration. For information or questions regarding the State’s investigation of the complaint, and the
City’s compliance with the FDEP permit, Sl ay contact Mr. Shawn Hamilton, Director of the
FDEP Northwest District Branch Office at (850) 595-0700.

If you have further questions or need additional information from the EPA, please contact me or
Ms. Alison Wise, in the Region 4 Office of Government Relations, at (404} 562-8327.

Sincerely,

f = e

‘Heather McTeer To% W

Regional Administrator

Internet Address (URL) e hitp://www epa_gov
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Congress of the nited States
Hashinaton, 2C€ 20313

February 16,2016

The Honorable Gina McCarthy

Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy,

We write today to request that the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) clarify its policy on forest
biomass in the final Model Rule for state implementation plans (SIP) under the Clean Power Plan (CPP). As
a renewable form of energy that provides jobs for our rural communities, our states deserve to know EPA’s
expectations for how biomass can be utilized to meet the standards laid out in the CPP.

Given the strong interest that states and biomass stakeholders - including private landowners, biomass
producers and utilities—have expressed regarding treatment under the CPP, we are encouraged that EPA
announced a biomass stakeholder workshop for April 7, 2016. However, we believe EPA should meet with
stakeholders in advance, and take their feedback in order to find common ground on its policy for forest
biomass before the workshop takes places. Providing states with regulatory certainty regarding biomass’
treatment under the CPP is imperative as states begin to consider individual SIPs.

Forest biomass is a renewable energy source that promotes healthy forestry practices and offers an
environmental solution for organic material that would otherwise be left to decompose. Additionally, this
organic material — which can include tree trimmings, forest debris and scrap lumber - has no other
alternative market. By removing upwards of 65 million tons of forest debris every year, the biomass power
industry provides significant benefits to the vitality and health of our nation’s forests.

While EPA has been generally supportive of biomass energy in the past, we request that EPA specifically
provide regulatory guidance for states Lo incorporate both biomass heat and power within individual SIPs,
We were pleased to read a November 16, 2015 document written by EPA Acting Assistant Administrator
Janet McCabe that states “biomass and bioenergy products in the power system can be an integral part of
state programs and foster responsible land management and renewable energy.”' With this being said, it is
important that EPA recognizes the carbon benefits of biomass energy and treats it the same as other forms of
renewable energy under the CPP.

Thank you for your time. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
Bruce Westerman Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress Member of Congress

"https.//blog.epa pov/blog/2015/11/the role of biomass/
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April 22, 2016

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Gwendolyn Graham
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Graham:

Thank you for your February 16, 2016, letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of forest biomass in the final Model Rule under the Clean Power Plan.
The Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf.

On February 9, 2016, the Supreme Court granted a motion to stay the Clean Power Plan, which is
pending judicial review before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. As a result of that action,
states are not currently required to submit a state plan or a request for extension by September 6, 2016.
For the states that voluntarily decide to continue to work to cut carbon pollution from power plants and
seek the agency’s guidance and assistance, the EPA will continue to provide tools and support.

The President’s Climate Action Plan highlights the critical role that America’s forests play in addressing
carbon pollution in the United States and fosters the expansion of renewable energy. Consistent with this
Plan, the EPA recognizes that the use of some kinds of biomass to produce energy has the potential to
offer a wide range of environmental benefits, including carbon benefits. Many states also recognize the
importance of carbon-beneficial biomass and forestry practices, and already exhibit a variety of policies
and programs that both address climate change and foster increased biomass utilization as part of their
energy future.

As mentioned in your letter, to support State efforts to further evaluate the role of biomass in stationary
source carbon strategies, the EPA held a public workshop on April 7, 2016, for States and stakeholders
to share their successes, experiences and approaches to deploying biomass in ways that have been, and
can be, carbon beneficial. This workshop fostered a constructive dialogue on ways that states can
consider the potential use of biomass in efforts to address carbon pollution and promote renewable
energy solutions. As in the case of other scientific and policy processes, in preparation for the biomass
workshop we consulted with states, relevant stakeholders and other experts to exchange information and
discuss examples of existing and potential carbon-beneficial biomass programs and activities.

Internet Address (URL) @ hitp://www.epa.gov
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Again, thank you for your letter. We have placed your comments in the docket for this rulemaking. If
you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in the EPA’s
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or 202-564-2806.

Sincerely,

N &SQlle

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator



Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

March 2, 2016

Gina McCarthy, Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

We are writing to express our strong concerns with the Interim Recommendations released by
EPA on September 25, 2015 regarding environmental standards and ecolabels for use in federal
procurement. We are disappointed to see that the recommendation for lumber and wood in
construction excludes many American-grown forest products by recommending only those
products certified to the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).

We urge you to immediately revise this flawed action by adding recognition for wood products
that are certified to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and the American Tree Farm System
(ATFS) as recommended for federal purchasing for lumber and wood.

Across the United States, there are more than 82 million acres of forestland certified to either SFI
or ATFS. This represents more than 70% of all certified forests in the U.S. ATFS and SFI
certified forests are managed to provide a renewable timber resource, clean water, wildlife
habitat, and numerous other public benefits. These forests also provide thousands of jobs in the
forest sector and related industries.

By excluding SFI and ATFS standards from the recommended standards for federal
procurement, the EPA is sending a terribly flawed and misinformed signal to the rest of the
federal government, and to the private sector, which looks to the federal government for
guidance on environmental purchasing.

The action discredits the use of wood in government construction. This makes no sense when
wood is one of the best materials architects and engineers have for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and storing carbon in buildings. Wood is a cost-effective, energy-efficient, renewable
and sustainable solution for building construction.

EPA'’s position is inconsistent with numerous other federal agencies that have recognized and
supported the use of wood in building construction, including wood certified to SFI and ATFS
alongside FSC. For example, the Department of Agriculture’s BioPreferred Program, which EPA
has acknowledged sets mandatory purchasing requirements for federal agencies, fully recognizes
wood products and accepts all three forest certification programs. EPA’s recommendation is
even inconsistent with guidelines listed in other places on EPA’s website.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Additionally, EPA failed to follow a fair and transparent process for determining which
standards to recognize for wood and lumber, as this recommendation was never made available
for public comment.

We urge you to rectify this flawed recommendation and issue a revision to your Interim
Recommendations by adding SFI and ATFS to the certification list for lumber and wood.

Sincerely,
Gregg Harp Kurt Schrader
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

June 14, 2016

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy,

We are frustrated and concerned that in over two years, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has failed to create the Agriculture-Related Committee within its Science Advisory Board
(SAB). On February 7, 2014, the Agricultural Act of 2014 was signed into law (Pub.L. 113-79).
Section 12307 of the Act directed the EPA to “establish a standing agriculture-related
committee” to provide farmers a stronger voice in the federal rule making process regarding
regulations which impact agriculture.

On December 10, 2014, nearly one year after this provision was signed into law, the EPA
released a Federal Register Notice announcing its establishment of the SAB Agricultural Science
Committee and set a deadline of January 26, 2015, to nominate members. On January 26, 2015,
the EPA extended the nomination deadline to March 30, 2015. Eventually, on August 19, 2015,
after creating a list of 88 potential candidates, the EPA invited public comment on the
candidates.

Since the public comment deadline on September 8, 2015, the EPA has failed, despite numerous
requests, to keep Members, who supported this important provision, informed of meaningful
actions or updates regarding the process. Our questions regarding the implementation of the
committee have been met with empty responses, which point to a further delayed implementation
process.

To our knowledge, all other components of the Act have been successfully implemented.
Unfortunately, the EPA’s inability to timely execute the creation of the Agriculture Science
Committee, pursuant to Section 12307, has only fueled the growing disconnect between the
agriculture community in rural America and the EPA.

To bridge this gap, it is vital the EPA establish the Agriculture Science Committee. Please
respond to this request providing when you anticipate publishing the final candidate list.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and we look forward to your prompt reply.

Sincerely,

Rodney Davis” & W
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Congress of the United Statey

Wlashington, DC 20510

July 26, 2016
The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenuc NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy,

We’re writing to alert you to our scrious concerns with a problematic public health proposal in
Florida that will soon be sent to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for approval.

Florida residents and tourists visit the state’s numerous lakes and rivers to fish, boat, and swim.
Our waterways are our way of life in Florida. That’s why it is critically important that we ensure
Florida’s water quality standards preserve the health and safety of all users, especially vulnerable
populations like children, the elderly, and people whose livelihoods rely on the water, such as

commercial fishermen.

In May, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) initiated rulemaking to set
new human health criteria regulations for 39 chemicals and to adjust the standards for 43
chemicals currently regulated by the state. The Florida Environmental Regulation Commission

approved these standards today by a 3-2 vote.

While we support efforts to update the standards that were last approved in 1992, we arc deeply
concerned that the state is proposing to raise the allowable levels for dozens of chemicals,
including more than half of the most dangerous cancer-causing chemicals in the proposal. In
several instances, these proposed levels exceed EPA’s recommendations.

In addition, there has not been sufticient opportunity for the public to review and comment on
this highly technical proposal, despite the potentially serious consequences of sctting inadequate

standards.

Further, we are concerned that certain perspectives may not be fully represented in the state’s
proposal because two positions on the Florida Environmental Commission are currently vacant.
Of note, the environmental scat and the local government seat are not filled and have been

unoccupicd for over a year.

We urge you to provide a more appropriate public comment period for the proposal and to
carcfully evaluate cach proposed human health criteria to ensure the utmost protection for our
population, environment, and economy,



Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.,

I Nebor

Sincercly,

cnafor Bfll Nelson Representative Iccl Dcutch
Representative I'rederica S erson CplC\é tative G\%n Graham
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M prore® ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960
NG 24 2018,

The Honorable Gwen Graham
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Graham:

Thank you for your July 26, 2016, letter to Administrator Gina McCarthy concerning water quality
standards recently adopted by the Florida Environmental Regulatory Commission. As the Environmental
Protection Agency Office responsible for review of Florida’s water quality standards, your letter was
forwarded to the Region 4 office in Atlanta, Georgia, for response.

We recognize the critical importance of Florida waterways to the State’s residents and visitors, and the
importance of having scientifically defensible water quality standards to protect water quality. The
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) has been working to revise their water quality
standards to protect human heaith in accordance with the Clean Water Act (CWA) for a number of
years. We have periodically responded to requests for technical assistance for example, to provide
additional information regarding new chemicals for which no criteria had been previously established.
At this time, FDEP has not submitted final water quality standards for the EPA to review. Once a final
package is submitted we will review all changes to determine if the revisions are consistent with the
CWA and EPA’s implementing regulations. As part of this process the EPA will review the State's
technical documentation, including the level of protection afforded to all users and to vulnerable
populations.

With regard to your request that the EPA provide an opportunity for further public comment on the
rule, the EPA review process, outlined in our regulations, does not contemplate a second public
comment period. Instead, our regulations require that the state submit, as part of the package for
our review, its response to the public comments received on the proposed rule. We will evaluate the
comments and FDEP’s responses, and we will assess the effectiveness of Florida’s public participation process,
which has traditionally been comprehensive and effective in providing the public with information and
opportunity to comment on rulemakings. The agency is receiving many staternents and phone calls regarding the
State’s rules and we will be considering those as we proceed with our review.

As a part of the agency’s review and decision-making process, the EPA will develop a document explaining
the rationale for our final decision to either approve or disapprove the standards, and we will
consider the public comments we have received as we reach our decision. Our decision and the
supporting document will be made available to the public and I will ensure your office is notified of
our decision in a timely manner.

Internet Address (URL) = hittp://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable « Printed wilh Vegetabie Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer)



[ want to assure you that we fully appreciate the importance of this matter and the level of public interest
from many parties in Florida. If you have questions or need additional information from the EPA,
please contact me or Allison Wise, in the Region 4 Office of Governmental Relations, at

(404) 562-8327.
Sincerely, /

V. Anne Heard
Acting Regional Administrator
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